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CONGRESS 


Rural relief — or 
rich get richer? 


Partisan divide remains count for acreage, equipment 

3 and other assets being passed 
vast over GOP's push from one generation to the next. 
to slash estate tax The 72-year-old is hoping 


By TOM BENNING 


Washington Bureau 
tbenning@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — In the 
century that Pat Snook’s fam- 
ily has run a cattle operation in 
southeast Texas, she and her 


there is never a fourth. 

“You don’t mind paying it 
one time,” said Snook, who 
lives in Livingston, about an 
hour northeast of Houston. 
“But you don’t want to pay it 
three times on the same prop- 
erty and the same equipment 


relatives have paid the federal 


estate tax three times to ac- 


See GOP’S Page 18A 


Rep. Kevin Brady’s office 
Livingston rancher Pat 
Snook, with Rep. Kevin 
Brady, R-The Woodlands, 
says her family has paid 
the federal estate tax 
three times. 


ENERGY 


Scientists 


They cited a risk to drinking water; 
finding omitted from conclusion 


By NEELA BANERJEE 


InsideClimate News 


Six years ago, Bryan Latkanich agreed to 
let an energy company tap natural gas be- 
neath his property using fracking. Soon af- 
ter, the well water at his property in rural 
Deemston, Pa., started tasting metallic. He 
developed stomach problems, and his 7-year- 


D DALLASNEWS 


dispute 


EPA fracking study 


old son one day emerged from a bath covered 
in bleeding sores. 

Testing by state regulators and a researcher 
at nearby Duquesne University showed the 
well water had deteriorated since gas ex- 
traction started — but found no proof of the 
cause. The state recently began more testing. 

Latkanich is a single parent, jobless and 
blind in his right eye from brain surgery. “I 
worry about my son getting sick, about my 


See FRACKING Page 22A 


TEXAS CHURCH SHOOTINGS 


Long before Sutherland Springs, there was Daingerfield 


A 


Brandon Thibodeaux/The New York Times 
The old sanctuary of First Baptist Church in Daingerfield, where a gunman killed five during a service in 1980, is now a fellowship hall. 
The church’s journey provides a rough road map for what lies ahead for First Baptist in Sutherland Springs, where 26 were slain this month. 


A bond born of pain, loss 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


AINGERFIELD — 
James Long Jr. traced 
his hand on the ves- 


tibule wall 


the old yellow brick 
church. He was trying to find the 


bullet marks. 


A gunman had burst into the 
sanctuary on a Sunday morning 
in June 1980 as the congregation 
was singing a hymn. He shouted 


“This is war!” and opened fire, kill- 


field has taken on a new role in 


the same moment during Sunday 


ing three men, one woman and a 
T-year-old girl. 

Long, 63, had been sitting in 
a pew with his parents when he 
heard a commotion behind him. 
He knelt down by one of the dying, 
Kenneth Truitt, his best friend’s 
father. “He just looked at me and 
said, ‘It hurts, Junior,” Long said. “I 
took my jacket off and put it under 
his head” 

First Baptist Church in Dainger- 


inside 


recent days, becoming a sister con- 
gregation to First Baptist Church 
in Sutherland Springs. The two ru- 
ral churches are separated by 400 
miles, yet bound by eerily similar 
attacks 37 years apart that have 
tested and defined both. 

The two shootings, one in an un- 
incorporated community southeast 
of San Antonio and the other in a 
blue-collar steel-mill town north- 
east of Dallas, unfolded at roughly 


morning services — about 11:20 
a.m. They were both carried out 
by gunmen who barged through 
the front doors dressed for war in 
bulletproof vests and armed with 
military-style AR-15 rifles and pis- 
tols. As in Sutherland Springs, the 
pastor in Daingerfield was out that 
Sunday, and the gunman was driv- 
en by revenge and eventually took 


see IN CHURCHES’ Page 21A 


CONGRESS 


Barton 
scandal 


Voters left to ponder whether 
his private sexting is akin to 
groping or ‘monkey business’ 


By TODD J. GILLMAN 


Washington Bureau 
tgillman@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — If Joe Barton’s 
career ends because of a lewd video he 
sent to a lover five years ago, hed be 
the rare congressman felled by a con- 
sensual, if icky, sex tape. 

Others have seen their ambitions 
derailed by visits with prostitutes, 
payoffs to mistresses, 
come-ons to under- 
age pages, groping in 
elevators, demands 
on aides for sexual fa- 
vors, and extramarital 
dalliances. Barton’s 


JOE embarrassment may 
BARTON be no easier to live 
has served down. In the internet 
North Texas age, the images and 
in the U.S. snickers spread fast. 

House for But based on 
35 years. what’s known so far, 


the Ennis Republi- 
can engaged only in private, victimless 
behavior, in an era when sexting isn’t 
so unheard of, even by 60-something 
politicians. 

He's no Gary Hart or David Vitter or 
Bob Packwood, let alone a Roy Moore 
or Al Franken. That gives him a chance 
to survive, if he can show that “he is not 
part of that narrative of a powerful man 
behaving badly — that it wasn’t an abuse 
of power,’ said political scientist Hinda 
Mandell, an expert on sex scandals. 

Barton, the senior Texan in Con- 
gress and former chairman of the 


See ZONE Page 16A 


. ARTS & LIFE 
` Finding strength 
- in the Delta 


” Brandon Thibodeaux’s 
_ eight-year journey in the 


Mississippi Delta, which re- 
sulted in the poetic images 
of his new book /n That 
Land of Perfect Day, began 
with a personal quest. 1E 


A literary calling: Thea 
Temple, a steadfast figure 
at the heart of literary 
Dallas, is moving on. 1E 


NATION 
Cellphone tracking 
raises privacy issues 


Technology allows police 
to track suspects with 
phone signals. 4A 


WORLD 


Slaughter shows 
strategy failing 


The death toll in an attack 


on a mosque in Egypt 
surpasses 300. 15A 


METRO & STATE 


Gun range fights 
safety rules 

Kaufman County gun 
range challenges state law 
on safety rules. 1B 


SPORTSDAY 


Trading jerseys is 
new NEL tradition 


has quickly become an 
NFL tradition. 1C 


POINTS 


Postcards from 
the perimeter 


BUSINESS 


Why they were 
named Top 100 

Top employers find imagi- 
native ways to reward 
their best workers. 1D 


page editor plan the ad- 
venture of a lifetime. 1P 
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